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To the Angel Guardians. 





raise in song those angels holy 
Whom our Heavenly Father gave 
2s our guides to watch and guard us 
From the cradle to the grave. 


Sore we need their tender service, 
Sor with fraud the cruel foe 
Strives to lead our souls to ruin 

Gind to work eternal woe. 


Hover near us, watchful spirits, 

Shield us ‘neath the sheltering wing, 
So that neither woe nor danger 

Srom the tempter’s power shall spring. 


Everlasting praise and honor 
To the glorious One in Three, 
Whose eternal presence reigneth 
Over heaven and earth and sea. 


+ pee 
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The Magnet and the Blessed Sacrament 
or the Mutual Attraction. 





uR Divine Savior in the Blessed Sacrament is the true 
magnet of souls. He attracts with sweet force souls 
that love Him and long for Him, and enfolds them in 
His divine embrace, so that they can say with the spouse 





in the canticles: ‘‘My beloved to me, and I to him.—‘“‘I found 
him whom my soul loveth: I held him: and I will not let him 
go.’’—“‘I to my beloved and his turning is towards me.”’ 


The gifted Father Faber writes as follows: ‘There is a mut- 
ual attraction between Jesus and souls. Mary drew Him down 
from heaven. Our nature attracted Him rather than the nature 
of angels. Our misery caused Him to stoop to our lowness.... 
Our love makes earth a paradise to Him; and our souls lure Him 
as gold lures the miser, with irresistible fascination. This is the 
attraction on our side. On the other hand, He draws us to Him- 
self by His grace, by His example, by His power, by His loving- 
ness, by His beatity, by His pardon, and above all by the Blessed 
Sacrament. All the attraction of the Church is in Jesus, and her 
chief attraction is the Blessed Sacrament.’’ 

If we consider the lives of the saints, we find in some 
of them a wonderful attraction. Some saints are attracted by 
the Blessed Sacrament; while other saints have the power to 
draw the Blessed Sacrament to themselves. There were saints 
who, without any exterior sign, could detect It, merely by the 
senses, either by feeling, tasting, smelling, hearing, or seeing. 


Wonderful Perception of the Saints. 

Ida of Louvain felt our Lord’s presence at consecration, at 
the moment when He descended on the altar. 

The Franciscans of Villonda one day invited a holy Carmel- 
ite, Father Casset, to visit them, and in order to try him, they 
took the Blessed Sacrament out of the tabernacle in which it was 
usually kept, and placed it elsewhere. They put no light before 
it, but left the lamp burning as usual before the customary altar. 
Father Casset entering the church as was his custom, and seeing 
his companion genuflect before the high altar said tohim, ‘‘The 
body of our Lord is not there, but in yonder place where there is 
no lamp; for the friars, who are now hidden behind the grating 
of the high altar, have taken the Blessed Sacrament away in 
order to try us.’”’ 
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St. Francis Borgia had the same gift; and when he entered 
a church he went directly to the place where the Blessed Sacra- 
ment was, even when no outward sign betokened Its reservation 
there. 

Attraction of the Saints. 

On the other hand, the mystical attraction seems sometimes 
to reside in the saints themselves, and it is rather they who at- 
tract the Blessed Sacrament than the Blessed Sacrament them. 

Thus Veronica of Binasco often attracted the Blessed Sacra- 
ment, thesacred host coming to her from the altar through the air. 

One day St. Theresa was lifted up from the ground in an 
ecstasy at the moment of Communion, and the priest could not 
reach her to give her the host. Suddenly he saw it escape from 
his fingers and lay itself on the tongue of the Saint. 

The same thing happened to Elizabeth of Jesus, whose con- 
fessor, by way of mortification, had forbidden her to go to Holy 
Communion. While the priest was communicating the other 
sisters, he saw a host fly from his hand into the mouth of Eliz- 
abeth. 

A priest remarked more than once in giving Communion to 
St. Hippolytus, that the host escaped from his hands, attracted 
by the Saint as the loadstone attracts iron: and that when this 
happened his face became suddenly as white as snow. 

In his last sickness St. Bonaventure had a burning desire to 
receive Holy Communion, but his reverence for the Blessed Sac- 
rament prevented him, because in his illness he often had attacks 
of vomiting. However, he requested that the vessel containing 
the sacred host, be placed upon his breast, in order to have his 
Lord as near as possible. By a miracle of love, Jesus visibly left 
the sacred vessel, and entered the Saint’s heart. 


Mysterious Attraction of Priests. 


There is still a more mysterious attraction, which the priest, 
in virtue of the power granted him, exercises upon the Blessed 
Sacrament. It is the touching love with which our divine Savior 
delivers Himself up entirely to him; the astonishing union which 
he enters into with him! Concerning this Father Faber says: 
‘None of the mystical wonders of the saints are to be compared 
to those performed by the priest. The saints attract him from 
the tabernacle; we, the priests, attract Him from heaven. He 
taises Himself from the corporal and lays Himself upon their 
tongues; we lift Him up, and break Him into three pieces, and 
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He remains unbroken, and He loves us for what we dare to do. 
We bid Him go to the garrets of dying sinners, and He obeys. 
We lay Him on tongues dreadfully polluted, and He gives no sign 
of His repugnance. What are the marvels of the saints com- 
pared to these? The breaking of the host is more than all the 
other wonders; and then there is still left the wonder of wonders, 
the consecration.’’ 

May we not exclaim full of astonishment : Who, O priest of 
God, is thy equal? Is it Mary, our heavenly Mother? As much 
as heaven surpasses earth in sublimity, so much does the immac- 
ulate Virgin excel in greatness and sanctity whatever is beneath 
God. But, in regard to power, that of the priest is far more ex- 
traordinary. Mary, in her wonderful humility, says: ‘‘Behold 
the handmaid of the Lord,’’ and the Eternal Word descends into 
her spotless womb. And the priest, in virtue of the power con- 
ferred upon him, says: ‘This is my body, this is my blood,’’ and 
the same Eternal Word, the Son of God, the Son of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary, descends upon the altar. 


Sm 


The Great Indulgence for the Poor Souls. 


We would like to remind our readers in time of the 
‘“Toties Quoties” indulgence on All Souls’ Day, Novem- 
ber 2d. All those who wear the highly indulgenced St. 
Benedict’s Jubilee Medal, can gain a plenary indulgence 
as often as they visit a church or public chapel from two 
o'clock in the afternoon of All Saints’ day until six o’elock 
in the evening of All Souls’ day, and pray five Our Fathers 
and five Hail Marys, or other prayers of about the same 
length, according to the intention of the Holy Father, pro- 
vided they have received the Holy Sacraments. 

The Jubilee Medal can be procured from us. Weare 
sorry to say that imitation Jubilee Medals are circulated in 
the United States, probably manufactured by an unscrupu- 
lous firm. According to the decision of the Holy Father 
Pius X., such medals cannot have the Jubilee indulgence 
attached to them. The genuine Jubilee Medals all come 
from Monte Cassino, the Mother-house of the Benedictine 
Order. Wereceive our Medals direct from Monte Cassino. 
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Four Wonderful Effusions of Blood from 
tbe Sacred Host. 





N a village of Rheims, France, a marvelous occurrence took 
place on Feb. 7, 1859. As the pastor of the parish church 
said Mass, and arose from the last genuflection after con- 

i} secration, the sacred host emitted a peculiar luster which 

dazzled him, and soon he noticed drops of blood on it. Fearing 

deception, he called the acolyte, who immediately declared, 

“*Yes, I see the blood of our Lord on the sacred host !’’ Then 

the priest had one of the Sisters of Mercy who was present come 

to the altar; she at once cried out beside herself, ‘‘A miracle! 

A miracle!’’ Now the other sisters approached, followed by many 

other people, and gazing at the sacred host, shed tears. 

The hosts that are used for Mass in that locality, are large, 
thick and spongy; the impression they bear is a simple cross. On 
the upper end of the cross, a group of tiny dots of blood were 
now visible; on the lower end there was a single drop, and higher 
up, where the wound of the sacred side would have been, there 
was another. The blood could be seen gushing, as from a deep 
cut in one’s finger. It issued forth and glistened several minutes, 
until it reached a certain height; then it appeared bright crimson. 
For a while it ceased bubbling and remained motionless, then the 
effusion was again visible as the blood saturated the sacred host; 
finally it ceased altogether and congealed. To secure themselves 
against any possible deception, some of the faithful left the altar 
a few minutes, but upon their return they beheld the same as 
before. Holy Mass was interrupted for about an hour, then con- 
tinued, and the sacred host consumed by the priest. But now he 
discovered that there were two drops of blood also on the corpo- 
ral upon which the sacred host had rested. 

On the same day Cardinal Archbishop Gousset of Rheims 
was notified of this wonderful occurrence, but as the sacred host 
was no longer at hand, he did not undertake an ecclesiastical in- 
vestigation; however, he ordered that the corporal be given to 
the Dean of Sedan, and washed by him. On April 2gth, the 
miracle was repeated during holy Mass. This time, however, the 
priest suppressed his emotion, and concluded the Holy Sacrifice 
without betraying what had happened. On May 8th, the miracle 
occurred a third time! Again the priest attempted to conceal 
what had taken place; but a student of the Charlesville seminary, 
who had assisted holy Mass near the altar, afterwards mentioned 
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to him that he saw spots of blood on the sacred host. The priest 
could not deny what the student had seen with his own eyes. 


B Fourth Time. 

A fourth time this miracle took place, May 28th. The priest 
trembled and could scarcely restrain his feelings. This time he 
sent for another host, which he consecrated for holy Mass. Near- 
ly all the people present hastened to the altar to see the miracle, 
then quickly informed their absent friends. About 600 persons 
witnessed the blood issuing from the sacred host; they observed 
that at first it was liquid, and then it congealed. Reverently the 
priest placed it with the paten into the tabernacle. 

A clergyman from abroad, who eight days later saw the sacred 
host, wrote the following for publication : 

‘The dots of blood, where the crown of thorns or inscription 
had been, had flown together, and formed, as it were, unrecog- 
nizable lines of letters. The drops were identically the same as 
the witnesses previously described. I also saw where the blood 
had gushed forth at the place of the sacred side, and had satur- 
ated the host and reddened the paten.’’ Moreover, the Dean of 
Sedan was summoned on the day of the miracle, who hastily sent 
his report to the Cardinal Archbishop : a committee was at once 
called to prove the case and to hear the witnesses. 

During the severe investigation, which was conducted with 
great circumspection, only priests were permitted to see the sac- 
red host, while the crowds of faithful who flocked thither from 
the neighboring places, performed their devotion before the altar. 
Later on, the Cardinal Archbishop granted permission, that pil- 
grims, who were led to the foot of the tabernacle by the spirit 
of faith, might likewise look at the sacred host. From this time 
forward, Christians from all ranks of the people, came in great 
numbers to adore and praise our Divine Lord in the miraculous 
host, Who deigns here to bestow His graces and blessings upon 
His children. 


Abbe Julius Morel, Les hosties sanglantes de Vrigne-aux-Bois, trois lettres. 


oe 


Next to a sacrilegious Communion there is nothing worse for 
a Christian than to omit Communion. Msgr. de Segur. 
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Daily Communion. 





=) OMETIMES we hear the remark made, that the Holy Father 
now allows all Catholics to go to Communion every morn- 
ing. But, when we consider that he says that this is the 
most ardent wish of our Lord and of the Church, we see 
at once that he does not only give his permission, but that he urges 
us to go. Furthermore, in his decree he says, ‘Parish priests, 
confessors, and preachers are ‘frequently, and with great zeal,’ to 
exhort the faithful to this devout and salutary practice.’’ The 
Pope addresses himself in his decree to all the faithful and warns 
the confessors to keep any one from daily Communion, who has 
no mortal sin, and who has a right intention. The confessor 
should give his advice to the penitent, in order to help him to gain 
more profit from Holy Communion, but he has no right to forbid 
daily Communion. It does really seem from all this, that some 
do not have the right idea about frequent Communion. 
Some will admit even, that they do not have the right conception 
of Communion at all, and that many of us must change our way 
of thinking in this matter, if we wish to be good Catholics. 

What is Holy Communion ?—It is the receiving of the true 
body and blood of our Lord under the appearance of bread for the 
nourishment of our souls. The appearance of bread, under which 
our Lord gives Himself to us, points out that He wants to be 
received often. We have bread, not to be preserved and stored 
away carefully, but to be eaten. The wonderful bread of the Is- 
raelites in the desert, a type of the Holy Eucharist, was to be 
eaten every day. It could not be preserved any longer than one 
day. Our body needs nourishment every day, even more than 
once aday. So it must be with the food of the soul, the Holy 
Eucharist. Our Lord says: “‘If you do not eat my flesh and drink 
my blood, you can not have life in you. Now, if one speaks of 
eating and drinking he does not mean to do this once a month, 
or even every Sunday, but continually. The Church, who explains 
the words of our Lord, says, that He wishes we should eat His 
flesh and drink His blood, that is, go to Communion every morn- 
ing. The Church has never considered the practice of commun- 
icating every Sunday as frequent Communion. 





Frequent Wourisbment. 
All life in nature has to be kept up by frequent nourishment. 
If it does not rain for a long time, everything dies away. Ina 








72 TABERNACLE AND PURGATORY. 


similar way the life of the soul has to be sustained by the frequent 
administration of the food of the soul, which is the Holy Eucha- 
rist. If this is neglected for a while, the soul will become sick in 
venial sin, and soon its life will be extinguished through mortal sin. 

The great error, under which so many of us have been suffer- 
ing, consists mainly in this: that we imagined we would first have 
to adorn our souls with all kinds of virtues before we would go to 
Communion. We thought to do our Lord a favor by presenting 
ourself to Him with an outward semblance of virtue, just as we 
put on our best clothes, when going to Communion. Then we 
would receive our Lord as a reward for our good will or our poor 
good works. Now, our Lord Himself and His Church teach us, 
that Holy Communion is not at all given nor should it be received 
as a reward for good behavior, but that it is a nourishment, nec- 
essary for the life of the soul, and a remedy for the sick soul. Our 
souls are all sick, because all of us;commit more or less venial sins. 
The one who has a mortal sin has extinguished the life of his soul. 
To him Holy Communion can be of no benefit, just as material 
food can not benefit a corpse. 

If we remember well this truth, that Holy Communion is a 
nourishment for the weak and a medicine for the sick, then all our 
hesitations against the frequent receiving of this divine medicine 
must at once disappear. Then only one obstacle can remain in 
our way, namely, the physical impossibility to go to church every 
morning in order to communicate. We are all weak and sick, 
therefore, this heavenly nourishment and divine medicine is nec- 
essary to all of us. There are indeed such amongst us, who im- 
agine not to be weak nor sick. For this reason the Church al- 
ways, before we receive, makes the priest say three times: ‘‘O 
Lord, I am not worthy,’’ etc. We often hear people, even Cath- 
olics, say, “If every one would live like I do, then the world would 
be much better.’’ Well, such people are spiritually blind. When 
they receive the humble Jesus, how can they find any taste in this 
heavenly bread? They should go to Holy Communion often, lest 
their blindness and pride may cause their very sick soul to be lost. 

REV. L. F. A. 


> 


If I knew of a parish, where it were permitted to receive 
Holy Communion four times daily, I would go there with the next 
train. L. Dupont le saint homme de Tours. 
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Frequent and Daily Communions of Children. 





Thrice in one year has Rome raised its voice: ‘‘Let children 
come to the holy table as often as possible, even every day.”’ 

1. In article 7 of the decree of Dec. 20, 1906, we read thus: 
‘‘Frequent and daily Communion is to be promoted, especially 
in all Christian establishments of whatever kind for the training 
of youth.”’ 

2. A part of the instructions to members of the Priests’ Eu- 
charistic League, approved by Pius X., July 27, 1906 reads as 
follows: ‘“They will take special care to excite a lively desire for 
daily Communion in the innocent hearts of children, which are free 
from vain fears, during the period of preparation for first Com- 
munion; let them see that they make their Communion as soon 
as they are capable, and repeat the act, if possible, every day.’’ 

3. The Sacred Congregation of the Council, under the date 
of Sept. 15, 1906, gave the following answer: ‘‘In accordance with 
Article 1 of the decree, frequent Communion is to be recom- 
mended even to younger children, who, once they have been 
admitted to their first Communion, according to the prescriptions 
of the Roman Catechism (chap. iv., N. 63), ought not to be hind- 
ered from its frequent reception, but rather encouraged thereto, 
to the rejection of a contrary practice anywhere prevailing.’’ 


Reasons Wby Children Should Receive Frequently. 

There can be no doubt that, if all the faithful are recommended 
to communicate every day, children are recommended to do the 
same for very special reasons. 

It is during the time of youth that habits are formed. If 
children receive holy Communion frequently they obtain, as a 
rule, that very laudable practice of going to holy Communion fre- 
quently as long as they live. Furthermore, the children get the 
right idea about the necessity of receiving the holy sacraments 
frequently. This will prove to be an efficacious means of prepar- 
ing legions of communicants for the future. The dream of the 
Church is to behold, not merely a certain number of very constant 
communicants, but to see all conscientious Catholics communi- 
cating very frequently. 

In youth the physical constitution is formed by regular 
nourishment and daily diet, so, too, the spiritual constitution and 
character is formed by the regular nourishment, Holy Commun- 
ion. We need Christians who live in the state of grace, not 
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merely for some days or on occasion of some festival, but contin- 
ually. Only frequent Communion can secure continuity of the 
Divine life. 

How grievously mistaken are those persons who argue: 
This child will not receive so frequently later on; hence there can 
be no good in its doing so now! By what right do you make up 
your mind beforehand that it will afterwards receive more rarely ? 
Do you not see that it is precisely in order that the child may 
communicate daily afterwards, that the Church urges it to begin 
in childhood? It is in great measure because children have re- 
ceived Communion too seldom in their early years that nowa-days 
so many Christians who have reached their majority hold them- 
selves so sadly aloof from the Holy Table. 

At all events, you wish your child to be virtuous in after- 
life? The best security for this isa pure youth. And how can 
that be better secured than by means of Communion? The best 
way to overcome the temptations that are waiting for the children 
when grown up to manhood and womanhood is frequent Com- 
munion from childhood. 


>< 


DO NOT TAKE OFFENCE. 





In case a Statement should be enclosed in this booklet, we 
beg of you not to take offence. The postal department insists 
that subscriptions be paid regularly. 

Some one might ask: Has the government anything to say 
to that? Certainly. The postal department delivers the mail, and 
lays down the conditions under which it shall be delivered. The 
punctual payment of subscriptions is one of its principal condi- 
tions. 

We, therefore, once more beg you not to be offended if oc- 
casionally you find a statement enclosed. This is the simplest 
way to notify our kind readers how far the booklet is paid, as we 
can not expect that the subscribers themselves should keep an 
account of it. 
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The Hidden Treasure. 
Written by St. Leonard of Port Maurice. 





Excellence of the Sacrifice of the Mass. 

T requires great patience to bear with the language of cer- 
tain worldlings whom we hear every day, say, ““A Mass 
more or less, is of no consequence.’’—“‘It is hard enough 
to be obliged to assist at Mass on days of obligation.’’— 

‘The Mass of that priest is as long as one in Holy week: when 
I see him go to the altar, I hurry out of the church.’’ Such lan- 
guage is the bane of piety, and betrays a spirit of libertinism and 
irreligion. For he who speaks in this manner, shows unmistak- 
ably that he has little or no respect for the most holy sacrifice of 
Mass. Have you considered what the holy sacrifice of Mass is? 
It is the sun of Christianity, the soul of Faith, the center of the 
Catholic religion, the grand object of all her rites, ceremonies, 
and sacraments; ina word, it is the summary of all that is good 
and beautiful in the Church of God. 

It is an undeniable truth, that all nations which have existed 
since the beginning of the world, have ever had a sacrifice as an 
essential part of the worship which they offered to God. But as 
their religions were either vain or imperfect, so likewise were their 
sacrifices either vain or imperfect. Vainest ofall vain things were 
the sacrifices of the idolaters, nor need we prove this truth of 
Holy Writ. The sacrifices of the Hebrews, although they pro- 
fessed the true religion, are justly called by St. Paul weak and 
and poor elements (Gal. iv. 9), because they could not forgive sin 
or confer grace. The one great Sacrifice of our holy religion , 
the Holy Mass, is alone holy, perfect, and in every respect com- 
plete. For, by it the Faithful render the highest honour to God, 
and, at the same time, acknowledge their own nothingness and 
the supreme dominion He has over all His creatures. The Royal 
Prophet called this sacrifice the Sacrifice of justice (Ps. iv. 5.); 
as it contains the Just One, or rather Justice and Sanctity itself, 
and because it sanctifies souls by the infusion of divine grace, and 
replenishes them with the richest gifts of heaven. 


The Sacrifice of the Mass 
Is the Same as the Sacrifice of the Cross. 


The principal excellence of the sacrifice of the Mass consists 
in this, that it is essentially the same, yea, the very same, sacri- 
fice that was offered on the cross of Calvary; the only difference 
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being that, the sacrifice of the cross was a bloody sacrifice and 
made once for all, and did then fully satisfy for all the sins of the 
world; whereas the sacrifice of the altar is an unbloody sacrifice, 
which can be repeated throughout all ages, and which was insti- 
tuted in order to apply to each of us the universal atonement which 
Christ made for us on Calvary. Ina word, the bloody Sacrifice 
was the instrument of redemption, and the unbloody Sacrifice puts 
us in possession of it; the one opened tous the treasury of the mer- 
its of Christ our Lord, and the other gives us the practical use of 
that never failing treasury. Hence, we must ever bear in mind 
that, in the Mass, there is made not a mere representation, nora 
simple commemoration of the passion and death of our Redeemer, 
but, in a certain true sense, there is offered the very same most 
holy Sacrifice which was offered on Calvary. It may then be 
said, with all truth, our Redeemer returns to die mystically for 
us, although in reality He can die no more; at one and the same 
time, He is alive, and as it were slain again,. according to that 
passage of the Apocalypse, ‘I saw a lamb standing as it were 
slain’’ (Apoc. v. 6). 

On Christmas Day the Church represents the birth of our 
Lord, but ourLord is notthenborn. Atthe Ascension and Whit- 
suntide the Church recalls to mind the ascent of our Lord to heav- 
en, and the coming of the Holy Ghost on the apostles and dis- 
ciples; still, it is not true that, as each of these festivals returns, 
our Lord visibly descends to earth. But thesame cannot be said 
of the mystery of the holy sacrifice of the Mass, for here there 
is not made simply a representation of a past event, but the very 
same sacrifice which was offered on the cross is offered on the 
altar, though in an unbloody manner. That same body, that 
same blood, that same Jesus Who then offered Himself on Mount 
Calvary, now offers Himself in the most holy sacrifice of the Mass. 
“‘The work of our redemption,’’ says the Church, “‘is here car- 
ried on.’’ Yes, indeed, the divine work is continually carried on; 
for, in holy Mass there is unceasingly offered the same sacrifice 
as that which was offered on the cross. O wonderful work of 


God! 
> 


The modern world is, in a certain sense, possessed by the 
devil; it can be overcome only by those who have been taken 
possession of by Jesus Christ, by adorers of the Holy Eucharist 
and by frequent communicants. P. Dwand, S. J. 

















Devotion to the Motber of Sorrows. 





For the Third Sunday in September. 

EVOTION to the sorrows of Mary has ever been a favorite 
devotion of the faithful. This devotion has received the 
highest approval of holy Church, for it has been placed 
in the missal and breviary. Two special feasts have 

been appointed to be kept in honor of the sorrows of Mary; one 
on the third Sunday of September, the other on the Friday be- 
fore Palm Sunday. The rosary of the seven dolors, and a number 
of other devotions to honor her sorrows, have been enriched with 
a great number of indulgences. How touching is not the Stadaz 
Mater! The Church has chosen seven of Mary’s dolors for our 
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special veneration, placing them before our mind in the mys- 
teries of the dolorous rosary. They are the following: Simeon’s 
prophesy; the flight into Egypt; the loss of the child Jesus for 
three days; the meeting of Jesus carrying His cross; the cruci- 
fixion; the taking down from the cross; the burial of Jesus. A 
great number of saints have had special devotion to the sorrows 
of Mary. 

Father Faber writes, that it would not be a difficult matter 
to collect a sufficient number of visions and revelations concern- 
ing the sorrows of Mary to fill a volume. In the seventh book 
of her revelations St. Bridget relates, that in the church of St. 
Mary Major in Rome, she saw the inestimable value set upon the 
sorrows of Mary in heaven. When St. Catherine of Bologna 
wept bitterly over the sorrows of Mary, she suddenly saw near 
her seven angels mingling their tears with hers. 

Forget not the sorrows of thy mother. When Tobias be- 
lieved that his end was drawing near, he called his son and gave 
him wise counsels. Touching was the advice concerning his 
mother: ‘‘Honor thy mother all the days of thy life. For thou 
must be mindful what and how great perils she suffered for 
thee’’ (Tob. 3, 4). Truly a beautiful counsel with regard to our 
natural mother. But it can more fitly be applied to Mary, our 
heavenly and spiritual mother. Jesus Christ our Redeemer, while 
on the cross gave her as a mother to each of us, when He said 
the words: ‘‘Behold thy mother’’ (John xix. 27). To you also, 
dear reader, He says: ‘‘Honor thy mother all the days of thy 
life and forget not what she has suffered for thee.’’ And, indeed, 
just on account of the infinite pains and sufferings which Mary 
suffered for our salvation, she deserves our compassion and 
grateful veneration. When our natural mother endures severe 
and prolonged sufferings and we sympathize with her, we thereby 
show her our love and appreciation. This pleases our mother 
and she loves us all the more tenderly. It is the same with 
Mary, our heavenly mother. It pleases her exceedingly if her 
children love to think often of her sorrows and show their filial 
compassion. She, therefore, said to St. Bridget: ‘‘I look over 
the whole world to see whether I can find some who have com- 
passion with me and remember my sufferings, but I find few. 
Though many forget me, dothou, my daughter, consider how much 
I have suffered.”’ 

Those persons in particular who are in great sorrow, whether 
their sufferings are spiritual or corporal should confidently, often 
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and earnestly invoke the Mother of Sorrows. In case our 
petition is not granted, we shall obtain from God, through the in- 
tercession of the sorrowful Mother, sufficient grace and strength 
to carry our cross with patience and resignation. 


Sm 


The Miracle of the Holy Thorn on Holy Saturday 1910. 
By Dr. Joseph Massarette. 





NDRIA is a city of about 45,000 inhabitants, in southern 
Italy. Charles II. of Anjou, presented the city with a 
thorn from the crown of our Savior, which his uncle, King 
St. Louis of France, had brought from the Holy Land 

and erected the magnificent Ste-Chapel of Paris in its honor. In 
the course of centuries, Andria frequently witnessed the miracle 
of the thorn. The thorn is encircled by a spot of dry blood near 
the point, but whenever the miracle occurs, the blood glistens 
fresh and ruddy. Notarial documents prove that this miracle 
took place in 1633, 1644, 1712, and once later on. It usually oc- 
curred when Good Friday and the feast of the Annunciation fell 
on the same day, which was the case this year, and it is an unde- 
niable fact that the miracle of the holy thorn was then again re- 
peated in the celebrated cathedral at Andria. 

Andria has its socialists and freethinkers, who take delight 
in ridiculing the supposed miracle of the thorn, and haughtily 
boasting, they declared that this time they would keep their 
eyes open, and would bring legal action against the clergy for 
the supposed deception of the people. The bishop of Andria, 
Msgr. Staiti di Brancaleone, took every precaution beforehand to 
prevent any suspicion of deception. In response to his invitation, 
a number of witnesses assembled in the bishop’s palace on July 
1oth of last year. They were requested to examine the relic care- 
fully. Among those who appeared were the pretor, the repre- 
sentative of the mayor, the marshal of the carabineers, six phy- 
sicians, three chemists, and the representatives of the clergy. The 
thorn was taken from the reliquary and carefully examined. All 
took notice of the spot of blood which irregularly encircled the 
thorn. It was then again covered with the crystal globe, to which 
were affixed four seals, in such a manner that the thorn could not 
be touched without breaking the wax. Twoof the seals bore the 
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impression of the government, and the other two, the Episcopal 
stamp. In order that the relic might be still more secure, two 
more coverings and nine additional seals of the city administration 


were placed about it. 
At the Gloria. 


On Good Friday, March 25th of this year, the reliquary was 
brought to the cathedral and placed upon an altar, and the offi- 
cials once more convinced themselves that the seals were intact. 
The cathedral was crowded. The first ranks were held by the 
anti-clerics, who were jubilant, as in spite of the prayers of the 
people and clergy, no change had taken place with the thorn on 
Good Friday. In the evening the bishop took the reliquary into 
his private chapel, and spent the entire night in kneeling and pray- 
ing before the holy relic. The next morning, Holy Saturday, it 
was again placed upon the altar in the cathedral. Everybody 
could see that the seals were unbroken, and the thorn appeared 
as‘usual. But no sooner was the Gloria intoned, then—oh won- 
der! the point of the thorn glistened with fresh blood. The 
bystanders broke out into cries of joy and jubilation. Officers 
and soldiers who held back the crowd, wept for joy, for they also 
had observed how the colorless thorn in the crystal case, sudden- 
ly brought forth drops of blood. One by one, the representatives 
of the city administration, of the clergy, and of the scientific com- 
mission stepped forward to the altar, convinced themselves and 
declared aloud to the crowded assembly that the miracle had once 
more taken place. 

On the same day, a detailed, notarial account was drawn up, 
in which the inexplicable change that had taken place with the 
thorn, was testified to by the physicians, Terlizzi, Sgarra, Lops, 
Marano, Merra; and by the chemists, Porziotta, Memeo and 
Goscia. The document was furthermore signed by the bishop, 
nine priests, the mayor, the magistrate and a great number of 
distinguished citizens of Andria. Those who affixed their signa- 
tures, were by no means all well disposed towards the clergy. 
On the contrary, many of them had hitherto zealously propagated 
socialism and anti-Catholic ideas. But now they could no longer 
conceal the evidence of the facts, and were honest enough to 
give testimony of the truth. 

The culminating point of this miraculous occurrence was the 
solemn procession of thanksgiving, at which more than 70,000 
persons of Andria and vicinity, amidst prayers and hymns, fol- 
lowed the bishop who bore the sacred relic. The city adminis- 
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tration was officially represented. From the balconies showers 
of flowers poured down upon the almost endless throng. The 
magnificent celebration closed with a grand illumination. 

The anti-clerics who had threatened to disclose the fraud of 
the priests and to have the deceivers justly punished, had become 
silent, as the evidence was too plain. Fortunately, many of them 
changed their sentiments. 

a < ) 


Sermon of a Possessed Person; 
or The Devil Is Compelled to Preach the Trutb. 





N September 18, 1832 there died, in the Canton of Lucerne, 
Switzerland, an humble peasant named Nicholas Wolf. 
He was distinguished for virtue and piety, and possessed 
the gift of healing in an eminent degree. The wonderful 
cures he effected were wrought through his prayers in power of 


the holy name of Jesus. Numberless were the sick and afflicted 
who took refuge to him and found help. 


As this gift of healing was united with sanctity of life, the 
ecclesiastical superiors deemed it advisable to put no obstacle in 
his way, and his works were sanctioned by professors and doctors 
of theology. Still, among the clergy there was considerable ap- 
prehension lest these wonderful deeds might be detrimental to 
ecclesiastical authority. When, therefore, the celebrated pro- 
fessor Sailer, afterwards bishop of Ratisbon, who had many pupils 
and friends in Switzerland, was informed of the matter, he an- 
swered most earnestly, ‘‘Indeed, my brethren, if things are as 
you tell me, be very careful to make no opposition. The Spirit 
breathes where it wills: who can, who dare oppose it.’’ 

One day a woman of B.., from the Black Forest of Baden, 
who was possessed by an evil spirit, came to the Ven. Nicholas, 
of whose wonderful deeds she had heard so much, to ask help in 
her pitiful condition. The holy man received her, sent for wit- 
nesses, and prayed with them that God might command the evil 
spirit to tell truthfully how the devils seduce mankind. Nicholas 
then said to the evil spirit, ““Tell what God has commanded thee 
to say, and what He has not commanded, about that keep si- 
lence.’’ These words he repeated several times. What is here 
related, was told by the evil spirit at two different times, namely, 


in the afternoon and in the evening, in presence of seventeen 
witnesses. 
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The report was written by Nicholas Wolf himself, and signed 
by the Rev. Chaplain of Neukirch and several other eye-witnesses. 


Seduction to Wnfidelity. 

Consequently the devil was obliged to preach. In regard 
to seduction to infidelity, he said the following :— 

“‘I must tell you how we seduce mankind nowa-days. We 
suggest to them: There is no truth in what is being taught and 
believed, and in what people believed long ago. It is all unin- 
telligible: true religion is not thus. We must listen to reason, 
etc. Anything that can not be comprehended, need not be be- 
lieved. People then reject the revealed religion, and make one 
of their own. For it is easy for them to say: There is no God, 
dead is dead, it is all foolishness. I will gather riches in whatever 
way I can; I will gratify my passions and enjoy the pleasures of 
the world to my heart’s content, and do anything I please, etc. 


Untercession of the Great Woman. 

“‘Regarding the veneration and intercession of the great 
woman,* we say to people: Of what benefit is that? that is not 
essential; you must hold on to the essential.t They are not aware 
that thereby they are losing what is essential. In fact, if the 
great woman speaks but one word to the Most High, all her wishes 
are granted. The rosary is the most excellent prayer. A single 
Hail Mary reaches purgatory, the place of suffering; for if a per- 
son says: ‘‘Hail Mary, full of grace,’’ the great woman rejoices, 
and we are terrified. We suggest to them: The rosary is of no 
avail, it is said from habit, it is old women’s babbling; it is noth- 
ing essential, one must use different prayers. Zhe rosary ts the 
great terror of hell. Concerning the scapular: Many have ob- 
tained graces, only because they wore the scapular. We tell 
them: Of what use are these little pieces of cloth? Regarding 
confraternities we do the same. Numberless graces have been 
bestowed upon members of confraternities, solely because they 
had become enrolled therein. To destroy all this, is our work. 


Dolypdays. 
“It is likewise our work to do away with holydays. Wesay: 
Why keep them? They are but days of luxury and days of money 
spending; it were better to discard them.—But alas, many per- 


*The evil spirit does not pronounce the name of ‘‘Mary,” he only calls 
her the “‘great woman.” 
+ Thus, too, say the “reformers” of our days. 
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sons would practice special devotions on these days, would go to 
Mass, and draw upon themselves the mercy of the Most High. 
We gain much by preventing this. In this regard we tempt the 
great ones especially, and if we have them, the others will soon 
follow. We also tell them: Everything is natural, the devil has 
no influence. To priests in particular we say, The devil has no 
influence, especially on material things. They do not consid- 
er what power they have received in their ordination; nor what 
their mother the Church has always believed and done, nor what 
power they impart to the things which they bless. This fact they 
ought to realize from the effect which such things produce if the 
blessed articles are used with an humble and contrite heart. 

‘‘Furthermore we say: The devil is chained, he can do no 
harm. Do you know how we are chained? Inso far that we can 
not perpetrate our rage upon man as we desire, but after the great 
day, we will be able to doso. We are not fettered so as to be 
prevented from tempting you in soul and body. Do you know 
why He Who is above,* has permitted this?—How could His 
name be glorified if no victory were won in His name? 


Sermon. 

‘‘At a sermon we try to induce the priest to preach after the 
latest fashion. Towards those who listen we act thus: To prom- 
inent people we say: Why do you goto thesermon? You know 
well enough what your duties are. Nor must you believe all that 
you hear there; that is only for simple, ignorant people, to de- 
ceive them and to keep them under control. With common peo- 
ple we strive to make them attend without sufficient preparation, 
in order that the words enter at one ear and go out at the other. 
If people would hear sermons with proper preparation and hu- 
mility, their benefit, and our harm would be incalculable. 


Assemblies. 

‘‘When there is an assembly in honor of the Most High, 
angels come together and are happy; but we are not permitted 
to be present. However, if an assembly is held for us, that is, 
one hostile to the Church, we are in its midst: the angels are not 
there.—You must know that everybody has an angel at his 
right hand, who endeavors to keep him on the path of virtue, 
while we strive to seduce him. If he follows our inspirations, the 
good angel departs, but soon returns and tries to lead him aright 


* The devil does not pronounce the word ‘‘God” or “‘Jesus.”—And man 
uses this holy name in cursing ! 
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again; if he follows the angel’s counsel, the latter drives us away, 
as we fear him very much. Nevertheless, we do not abandon our 
project. We stealthily follow that person and try to ensnare 
him; but the great woman does much injury to us, and we fear 
her. When the great and renowned of this world assemble for 
important matters, we also gather in great numbers and hold 
counsel; for we think, too, as well as you, and accept the best 
opinion. If they do not disperse us by prayer and faith in the 
Most High, their undertaking belongs to us; but if they begin it 
with the One above, their work is His work. 


Baptism and Confession. 

‘‘Baptism and confession are our most dreadful enemies. Be- 
fore baptism, the soul is ours (is not for God); in baptism it is 
snatched away. But confession is still more terrible, for then the 
soul, already in our power, is again rescued from our clutches. 
We say to the penitent: Why do you go toconfession? Why tell 
your sins to a man who is a poor mortal like yourself? Or we 
make him feel so ashamed that he can not confess hissins. Should 
he, however, overcome himself and sincerely confess his sins, then 
it is a most terrible thing for us. 


Tbe Hour of Deatb. 


““At the death of a person, many devils are present. One 
tempts him to pride, another tries to shake his. faith, a third at- 
tacks his purity, and a fourth tries to lead him to despair. They 
show him the number and magnitude of his sins, the time he 
wasted, and the rigorous justice of the Most High. One holds 
this before him, another that; we confuse and frighten him beyond 
expression. But when the great woman comes, we must im- 
mediately take flight. She protects him asa tender mother does 
her child. Then all is well with him. When we take a soul to 
hell, the devils rejoice; we give it in charge of Lucifer, and pro- 
ceed to capture others.—At the very moment the soul departs, it 
is judged. You can not imagine how quickly this is done. The 
entire life of man is placed before him, and in one instant many 
persons, who died at the same time, are judged. 


Pride. 

“Do you know which is the greatest sin? Pride. It is pride 
that cast us into hell. Nor is there a single person who is not 
tempted to pride. When people doa good deed, they are anxious 
for others to see and know it. Or if this is not the case, they 
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ascribe it to themselves, and do not recognize it as a work of the 


Most High. 
Sovs of Deaven. 


“I must tell you about the joys of heaven; but, woe is me, 
woe is me! for all eternity I have no hope, woe is me! The 
greatest joy of heaven is to behold the face of the Most High. 
To behold it but a short time, I would endure all the tortures of 
swords, knives and racks, and for millions of years be put to death 
every moment in the most painful manner (if I had a body); 
but, woe is me; for me there is no longer any hope! (It can 
not be described with what despair these words were uttered. 
They pierced body and soul and no one would believe how terri- 
ble it all was. Remark of witness, Nicholas Wolf. ) 

“I must also tell you of our torture. People think it isa 
fire; yes, it is a fire, but not the kind they imagine: it is a fire of 
vengeance. Our greatest torture is the wrath of the Most High. 
You would not believe how terrible that is, and yet it is always 
before our eyes; woe to us!—And I must tell you how abominable 
sin is. We devils are so horrible, that if you could see one of us, 
you would die almost instantly; therefore, the Most High has 
concealed us from your eyes. And yet, sin is more horrible than 
we are, and we must constantly see it; woe to us! 


Temptations. 

‘‘We tempt all mankind to sin and can assail them all, ex- 
cept the great woman. The Most High commanded us not to 
touch her; but Him Whom she brought forth, we could tempt. 
Do you know why? In order to teach you by His example. It 
was not the Jews, it was we who killed Him. We took possession 
of the Jews, and through them we wreaked all our hatred on 
Him, and treated Him superbly. (Saying this, he displayed 
diabolical pleasure, of which no one could form an idea if he had 
not seen it. The witness.) There, also, we won a soul. The 
witness replied, ‘You did not win the thief at the right hand.’ 
He answered, “Do you know why? On account of her, who stood 
beneath Him.’ 

‘Young people we seduce thus: We excite them to love each 
other; they do not consider that wrong, and do not realize that 
thereby they fall into our snares. In general we make people 
become slothful and instil into them an aversion for what is good. 
Then they think: I do not like to pray nor go to church, I am 
too tired and sleepy; I do not want to fast, I am too weak and 
can not endure such a manner of living. All this is our work too. 
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Good Intention and Prayer. 

*“When a:person arises in the morning, and does not begin 
the day with a good intention and prayer, the day is ours. If he 
begins the day well, it is our loss. Let me tell you about the 
things that have this k. (That is blessed articles.) We tell the 
people: Of what use is that? This water is the same as other 
water, this bread is like other bread, nor is the salt any better. 
Yet these things, if used in the right manner, drive us away and 
destroy our work. The water effaces venial sins; ah, what 
would I not do to have but a drop of it! I would commence to 
have hopes of contrition; but for me hope has vanished for ever; 
woe is me! 

Tbe Holy Sacrifice of Mass. 

“If you mortals knew what a great sacrifice that is which is 
offered up in the name of the Most High through His representa- 
tive, the priest, you would assist thereat in a different manner 
than youdo. Itisthe highest and most beautiful sacrifice. Oh, 
that we could have a sacrifice; but, woe to us! And if you knew 
what benefit you would derive by meditating on the sufferings of 
Him Who died for you! Whosoever earnestly meditates on it and 
hides in His wounds, is secure against our attacks, as we can not 
enter these wounds. See and consider the infinite goodness of 
the Most High towards you. You commit millions of sins, you 
imbibe them like water, but if you do penance He receives you 
again into grace. Such a God is yours; and we committed but 
one sin and have been cast away. 

“*If you could see the number of devils surrounding you at 
present, you would open your eyes! I have to say many things 
now, but wait, we will make void all and conceal it. Con- 
stantly are we striving to keep you from doing good, and to entice 
you tosin. We shall lay many snares for you, but if you call 
upon the great woman, she will intercede for you.... Behold 
and consider what the Most High does in your behalf! The devil 
has to preach to you, and you do not believe it. The devil must 
preach the truth to you. What a marvel!’’ 


> 


Rosaries, St. Benedict’s Medals, and crosses for the dying 
are blessed by our Chaplain every Monday. 
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Tabernacle and Purgatory 








Here we wish toremark, that private revelations, according to the decrees of 
Pope Urban VIII. in the year 1634 and 1641, in so far as the Church has 
not decided upon them, claim only human credence. 








The Glories of the Rosary Devotion. 





=) OD is the almighty Creator, Preserver and Ruler of the 
world. Without His will not a sparrow falls to the 
ground nor a hair from our head. In order to have us 
participate in His government, God, in His infinite love, 
gave us the law of prayer, and placed this power into the hands 
of mankind. A person who prays in the right manner, partici- 
pates in the power of God and in the government of the world. 
God has thus ordained from all eternity. Yes, from eternity, 
God foresaw all things, and also the prayers of his children in 
their efficacy and according to these anticipated prayers, God 
directs the universe and the affairs of each individual. 

A Christian in the state of grace, who prays devoutly, is a 
great power. ‘‘The prayer of the just man availeth much,’’ says 
the apostle, St. James. An old, feeble grandmother praying the 
rosary, is mightier than the most crafty diplomatist. Those who 
pray, destroy the wicked designs of the renowned of this world. 
Emperor William once exclaimed enthusiastically, “‘Give me an 
army of men that pray!’’ Oh, that we had faith in the power of 
prayer! Let us ever thank God Who in His infinite love has 
given us this efficacious remedy whereby our souls and Christian 
society can be saved. Let us seize this weapon of our salvation, 
to fight the good battle, to dispose God favorably, that He may 
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manifest His omnipotence through His infinite mercy which we 
draw down by our prayer. Moses prayed on the mountain and 
the Israelites conquered their enemies. We also, should pray 
like Moses, away from the tumult of the world, and the enemies 
of our salvation must withdraw. 


God Desires That the Rosary Be Prayed. 

God loves the rosary and desires that it be prayed. Hesent 
Mary, the Immaculate Conception, into the world, who with the 
rosary on her arm appeared at Lourdes, and requested Christians 
to pray the rosary. The arm signifies power, for great things 
has God done with His arm, ‘“‘Fecit potentiam in brachio suo.” 
Mary carries the rosary on her arm, to show how powerful the 
rosary is. She herself says this prayer, and the beads of the chap- 
let pass through her fingers. Mary teaches us how to pray 
the rosary; she teaches us not only to labor with our hands, but 
to pray. Our Lord commands us to ‘work and pray.’’ As 
Bernadette took the rosary and enraptured prayed it with the 
Heavenly Mother, so should we joyfully pray the rosary with 
Mary. Let us not pray alone, but always with Mary, and our 
prayer will be heard. ‘Daily come here to pray,’’ said the Bless- 
ed Virgin to Bernadette, in order to invite us also, to approach 
Mary daily with the rosary. 

For whom should we pray the rosary? ‘‘For the conversion 
of sinners,’’ as Mary mentioned repeatedly. First of all, let us 
pray for our own salvatoin, then especially for the conversion 
of sinners, and for the liberty and exaltation of holy Church. The 
miracles which have been wrought in Lourdes for fifty years, are 
a continuous request from God, to pray the rosary and to do pen- 
ance forsinners. These miracles are obtained especially through 
the devotion of the rosary. What power does not this prayer 


possess ! 
Seize the Weapon of the Rosary. 


Dear reader, take the rosary as did Bernadette. The Immac- 
ulate Mother carried it with her; in like manner always carry 
your rosary with you; but hold it often in your hand, and pray it 
daily. The rosary is the breviary of the people. Seize the weap- 
on of the rosary, to drive away the devil, to baffle the plans of 
the enemies of holy Church. A Christian fortified with the rosary 
is invincible. A Christian people who daily recites the rosary is 
truly a holy people. Arise, then, dear Christian, to the weapons 
of the rosary and of frequent Holy Communion: with these weap- 
ons you will conquer all enemies. 
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“Give me an army of men and women who pray the rosary !”’ 
called out Leo XIII. to the clergy and people in fifteen different en- 
cyclicals. Would, that the voice of the Pope were now heededas at 
the time of the war with the Turks, when the Christians respond- 
ing to the appeal of the Holy Father Pius V., prayed the rosary 
everywhere in public and in private. In this time of ours when 
the Church and Christian society are involved in so many and 
great tribulations, all the faithful should with love and confidence, 
pray the rosary, and thus do violence to heaven. Certainly, the 
Blessed Virgin, the Queen of the holy rosary, would hear these 
prayers, and abundantly bless the Christian homes, where the ro- 
sary is a household devotion. 


Whbat Is the Rosary? 

The rosary is an oral prayer united with the meditation on 
the fifteen mysteries of the childhood, the passion and glorifica- 
tion of Jesus and Mary. This devotion includes the most beau- 
tiful prayers which came from heaven: the Creed, the Glory be 
to the Father, the Our Father, followed by ten Hail Marys. 


Wibence Does This Devotion Derive its Hame? 

Every time that you pray the rosary, you weave a wreath of 
mystical roses for the Heavenly Mother: every Hail Mary isa 
rose, which being joined to the golden thread of the Our Father, 
helps to form a magnificent garland, with which the brow of the 
Queen of heaven and earth is adorned as with a heavenly diadem. 
Who would not rejoice to pluck these Hail Mary roses for the Moth- 
er of God, and to weave for her such unfading garlands? Every 
time that you pray the Hail Mary with love, there is formed upon 
your lips a mystical rose which diffuses the most delightful, heav- 
enly fragrance. Thus you add rose after rose, and when your 
chaplet is complete, the Blessed Mother inclines her head and 
you crown your Queen and Mother with it. The rose is the most 
beautiful of flowers, and the Hail Mary is the most beautiful prayer 
inhonorofMary. You can not offer her anything more acceptable 
than this angelical salutation, this heavenly rose. 


Wiberein Consists the Meditation on the Mysteries? 

For those who are not able to meditate, it suffices, according 
to the decree of Pope St. Benedict, to say the prayers with de- 
votion to gain the indulgences. This meditation is, however, not 
difficult. In the fifteen mysteries of the rosary, the principal 
mysteries of our religion are placed before us. We honor the 
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most holy Trinity in praying the Apostles’ Creed, in making acts 
of faith, hope, and charity, repeating the Glory be to the Father. 
Then follow the mysteries of our redemption: the incarnation of 
the Word of God, the gracious visit to Elizabeth, the joyful birth 
of our Lord, the offering and finding in the temple. How inti- 
mately Mary is united with these joyful mysteries. What an 
active part does not the Mother of sorrows take in the dolorous 
mysteries of our redemption, in her compassion with the agony 
of our Lord, with the cruel scourging, the crowning of thorns, the 
carrying of the cross and the crucifixion. How consoling are the 
glorious mysteries: the resurrection, the ascension, the descent of 
the Holy Ghost, the assumption of Mary into heaven, and her cor- 
onation as the Heavenly Queen. By thus meditating briefly, you 
can excite in your heart love and affection towards Jesusand Mary. 
And if you pray the rosary in this manner, you will experience that 
through Mary’s intercession, magnificent virtues will blossom in 
your heart as in a new paradise, and bring forth fruit for life eter- 
nal. Beautiful, indeed, is the devotion of the holy rosary! Happy 
the family whose members pray it together every day, or at least 
on Saturdays or Sundays. 


oe 


PLEASE TELL US 





is not our frontispiece a charming representation of the 
“Angel Guardian”? And “Mother Most Admirable” on the 
last page of the booklet, does that please you? They are 
small cuts of the pictures we have for sale and which are 
still more handsome. The size is about 11x18 inches. The 
two pictures together will be mailed for 30 cts. We do not 
mail one alone; either both pictures together, or two of one 
kind. People are more than pleased with our beautiful and 
artistic pictures. 
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AUrcb-confraternity of the Holy Rosary. 





HE rosary is the essentially Catholic, the most excellent, 
and in regard to its parts, the most ancient prayer of 
Christianity. It has been practiced and recommended 
by some of the greatest saints and prominent men of 

every rank and dignity of life. The Church has rightly called it 

‘the most holy Rosary’’ Sacratissimum Rosarium. Enriched 

with the most precious graces, the rosary proved to be in every 

age, and wherever it was fervently prayed, a devotion most ac- 
ceptable to the Blessed Virgin Mary and to her Divine Son. At 
the same time it was, and is the most powerful remedy to con- 
quer heresy, to eradicate vice, to propagate virtue, to obtain God’s 
mercy through the special protection of the Heavenly Mother. 

The confraternity of the rosary, is one of the oldest in exis- 
tence. Few confraternities in the Church are more extensiyely 
propagated, or more producive of salutary results. As the obli- 
gations required of its members are simple and easy, every Cath- 
olic ought to be anxious to join it. Our Rev. Chaplain obtained 
permission through the Provincial of the Dominicans, to enroll 
members in the rosary confraternity. The names are registered 
and preserved in the church. 

Any one wishing to become a member of the arch-confrater- 
nity, will please write to the Sisters, not to Rev. P. Lucas, as being 
busy, the Rev. Father has little time to devote to correspondence. 





Conditions. 


1. Persons wishing to become members of the confraternity, 
should send in their full names, as it is absolutely necessary that 
the name of each member be entered in the records; the place of 
residence is not required. 

2. Every member should recite the whole psalter of fifteen 
mysteries once a week. It is recommended that the rosary of 
five mysteries be prayed daily, although this is not necessary to 
gain the indulgences; but the joyful, the sorrowful and glorious 
mysteries should be prayed once a week. The rosary beads 
should, moreover, be blessed by a priest having the faculties of 
attaching to them the Dominican indulgences. All our rosaries 
are blessed with the Dominican indulgences. Those who omit 
praying the rosary do not thereby commit sin, but they forfeit the 
benefits of the confraternity, as long as they do not pray the 
rosary. 
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Advantages. 

During and after life, the members have a share in all the 
good works and merits of the three Orders of St. Dominic, and 
participate in the merits of the great number of the living and de- 
ceased members of the confraternity. They have a claim to the 
special intercession of the numberless saints who were members 
of the confraternity. This joint inheritance is of inestimable val- 
ue. To these spiritual treasures are added the numerous indul- 
gences so generously conferred on the confraternity by many 
popes, all of which are applicable to the poor souls in purgatory. 


Plenary Wndulgences for Members of the Confraternity. 

Beringer mentions, in his book of indulgences, not less than 
64 plenary indulgences that can be gained in the course of the 
year by this confraternity. 

On all the principal feasts of the year, and of the Blessed 
Virgin; on every first Sunday of the month a plenary indulgence 
can be gained. The TZoties Quoties indulgence can be gained on 
the first Sunday of October. There are five plenary indulgences 
for the hour of death. 

To gain the plenary indulgence it is necessary to receive Holy 
Communion and pray according to the intention of the Holy 
Father. 

Partial Mndulgences. 

Apart from the numerous other partial indulgences, we men- 

tion in particular, that by devoutly carrying the rosary, an indul 


gence of 100 years and 100 quarantines can be gained daily. 
Pius X., July 31, 1906. 


oe 


Fine Rosaries. 

Pearl rosaries with gold chain and cross, $1.00 and $1.50; 
with silver chain and cross, $1.25. 

Amethyst, jet and garnet rosaries with gold chain and cross, 
$1.75 and $2.50, according to quality. 

Well chained cocoa rosaries with nickel-bound crosses, at 
$0.40, and $0.50. 

All these rosaries, if paid for in advance, will be enriched with the Do- 
minican, Crosier, and Papal indulgences. 
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Just Published 


Father Paul of Moll 
Wonder-worker of the Nineteenth Century. 


N exceedingly interesting book, containing a short 

biography of the saintly Flemish Benedictine, the 

wonders he wrought, some of his letters, and a 

choice collection of the beautiful sayings of this 

holy monk. The appendix gives an account of the life and mir- 

acles of St. Benedict, written by St. Gregory the Great; also 
an explanation of the medal of St. Benedict. 

Cardinals, bishops, and abbots express their astonishment 
at the marvelous works of Father Paul. 

More than a million persons had recourse to him. There 
is no misery to which human nature is heir that did not find re- 
lief through his mediation. The services he rendered to suffering 
humanity are incalculable. 

With open arms he welcomed the crowds that besieged his 
monastery, but above all was he a friend and protector of the 
poor and afflicted. 

To him may briefly be applied the words of the Gospel: ‘‘He 
went about doing good.’ With kindness, compassion, and 
tenderness he made himself all to all; he wept with the sad and 
smiled with the joyful. 

Father Paul literally sowed marvels broadcast wherever 
he went. He commanded the elements, healed the sick, 
read the secrets of men’s consciences and foretold future 
events. In fact, it appeared, as a witness remarked, that he 
worked miracles out of habit and as a matter of pastime. 

To a friend he said, ‘“‘Ask of me whatever you desire 
and it will be procured for you. And continue to ask, for 
when I am in heaven, my power will be greater.” 

Blessings radiated from this devout servant of God even as 
light and heat come forth from the sun. 

His modesty and profound humility, forced him to shun 
all praise, and scarcely ever did he speak of the prodigies he 
wrought. 

But little time did he allot for rest; he used a board for a 
pillow, and often slept in a standing position leaning against the 
wall. 
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His was a long life of prayer, heroic virtues and miracles, 
crowned by a saintly death. 

The book contains about 400 pages, and is embellished with 
five beautiful photo-tone pictures. It will be read with lively 
interest and edification. 

Neatly bound in cloth, gilt title on cover, $1.25 

Address: Benedictine Convent, 
Clyde, Missouri. 


What Readers Say about Father Paul. 


A Priest from lowa writes as follows :— Father Paul has been a striking 
revelation to me. I have read the wonderful book twice, and am treasuring up 
the heavenly light that shines in it, and the divine wisdom of his sayings. When 
the world at large will know completely of Father Paul, he will become a new 
St. Anthony of Padua, and countless blessings will he obtain for those who call 
on him in their distress. 

Ihave already commenced to recommend myself and especially my spiritual 
needs to Father Paul, and am anticipating a great deal of good. 


He 


A Gentleman from St. Louis writes thus :— I have received a copy of 
Father Paul of Moll and have read a good deal of it already and have got some 
very useful hints from it, besides a great deal of edification. It is a great pleasure 
to read the lives and sayings of the saints like Father Paul, so familiar with the 
supernatural life. We are so much surrounded by naturalism and materialism 
nowa-days. A visit to the supernatural in company with Father Paul is a great 
treat and a source of strength and encouragement to us poor pilgrims. I see he 
emphasizes the key to the supernatural, “Perfect Conformity to the Holy Will 
of God.” 





a 


A Layman from Pennsylvania writes :—I have received the treasured 
book of “Father Paul.” He was certainly highly favored by God. Our Lord 
seemed to obey him and grant all his requests. The book is replete with words 
of consolation for those in affliction, and it makes one feel happy to have an 
opportunity of suffering patiently for love of God. The perusal of this book 
will indeed encourage me to bear with patience whatever may come. 

















TABERNACLE AND PURGATORY. 95 


Hdvice of a Pbilosopber to His Son. 





Legouve, a member of the French Academy, and devout 
Catholic, imparted to his son, on the day of his first Holy Com- 
munion, an advice which deserves our attention. 

“I called my son,’’ said he; ““It was the day of his first Holy 
Communion. As he entered, I noticed some traces of emotion, 
but his countenance showed that tender affection, with which he 
greeted me every morning. I put my arms around him, then 
asked him to be seated and addressed him thus: ‘‘My dear child, 
you will in course of time hear many a bitter criticism on confess- 
ion;—still more abusive will be the language that you will hear 
regarding Holy Communion :—you will experience that the Bless- 
ed Sacrament will be scoffed at and ridiculed by the so-called 
wise and enlightened men of the world, who reject this dogma, 
this article of faith, this mystery so sublime, because they can 
not comprehend it. Is not the whole world an incomprehensible 
mystery? If I but consider the real presence of Christ, my soul 
is filled with inexpressible consolation. I know of nothing so 
well adapted to strengthen the soul, to fill it with holy esteem 
towards itself, as the thought: I serve as a sanctified abode for 
my Creator. If the presence of a beloved friend is sufficient to 
prevent us from committing a fault, how much more must this be 
the case with a soul that can say to itself: God is my guest! He 
is united with me! He belongs to me! 

‘““My son, I have seen the faces of dying persons light up with 
the bright light of Christian hope when they received the sacred 
host;—in church I have seen the faces of maidens radiant, as it 
were, with the light of a living faith !—My son, I have seen your 
mother in the midst of most painful suffering, suddenly become 
perfectly calm and cheerful when receiving Holy Communion. 
If such remembrances did not inspire me with respect, I would 
be disgusted with myself.’’ 


Our Lord has preserved for us not only one sacred host, but 
hundreds and thousands, yea, sufficient for all the days of our 
lives. Do we think of this? Jesus has loved us to excess. The 


sacred hosts are prepared, let us not lose one of them. 
P, Eymard. 








Conception College 


A Boarding School for Catholic Boys and Young 
Men. 

This institution of learning is conducted by the Bene- 
dictines under Abbot Frowin, and offers unexcelled op- 
portunities for a thorough classical and scientific educa- 
tion preparatory to entering a university for professional 
study. 

Its beautiful location, model discipline, up-to-date 
equipment and moderate terms are prime factors of its 
enviable reputation. 

The next school year begins Sept. 6th, with solemn 
High Mass and examination of the new applicants. 

For further information address 

The Rev. Rector, 


Conception College, 
Conception, Mo. 


N.B.—Our Academy for girls and young ladies will open Sept. 7th, 
one day later than Conception College. The latter is situated 
about two miles from our Academy. 
For information concerning the Academy address 
Benedictine Convent, Clyde, Mo. 

















MOTHER MOST ADMIRABLE. 























Life of Father Paul of Moll. 


The Great Wonder-worker of the NINETEENTH CEN- 
TURY. 400 pages, 5 half-tone engravings. Neatly bound in 
cloth, with gilt title $1.25 


Beautiful Words of the Bl. Cure of Ars. 


Cloth binding 
Boards 


Consoling Revelations. 


English edition 
German edition 


Se 


FINE HALF-TONE PICTURES. 


Sacred Heart of Jesus, full figure 18 x 28 in. $0.35 
Sacred Heart of Jesus, bust 16 x 23 ”’ 25 
Sacred Heart of Jesus io x 25 *” .30 
Sacred Heart of Mary .oxasg * 30 
Death of St. Joseph 16225 °° 
Holy Face mass ” 
Ecce Homo I4x1g ”’ 
Agony of Our Lord Bast * 
Mother Most Sorrowful isa * 
Mother Most Amiable 16x25 ”’ 
Mother Most Admirable IOx17 ”’ 
Angel Guardian ixa |” 


Tabernacle and Purgatory, Clyde, Mo. 
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